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Applying the periodic boundary conditions under the minimum image convention to the interaction of particle

b
with

particle Ê requires the selection of the image of Ê nearest to
b
. In the special (and rare) case when |
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due to the difference between “<” and “

À
” in Eq.(1), the translation giving the image of Ê nearest to

b
will
XOY�T

be the
negative of the translation giving the image of

b
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